
 
 

 
 

 
 

THERANEXUS, LYON NEUROSCIENCE RESEARCH CENTER AND CERMEP ANNOUNCE THE 
CREATION AND FUNDING OF NEW JOINT PUBLIC/PRIVATE LABORATORY 

“NEUROIMAGING FOR DRUG DISCOVERY” (NI2D)  
 

 
The laboratory obtained funding of €350,000 from the French National Research Agency (ANR).  

 
 
Lyon, 18 December 2020 – Theranexus, a biopharmaceutical company innovating in the treatment of neurological 
diseases has announced the creation and funding of a new joint public/private laboratory in partnership with the 
BIORAN team from the Lyon Neuroscience Research Center (CRNL) and CERMEP (Hospices Civils de Lyon, Claude 
Bernard Lyon 1 University, INSERM, CNRS), the regional biomedical imaging core dedicated to clinical and basic 
research.  
 
This laboratory, “NeuroImaging for Drug Discovery (NI2D)”, aims to improve understanding of the cellular and 
molecular mechanisms of drug candidates developed by Theranexus – in particular at the neuronal and astrocyte 
level – using novel preclinical neuroimaging tools.  
 
“The approach taken by Theranexus calls for the development of novel neuroimaging tools and we are delighted to 
continue our successful collaboration with this company in connection with our joint NI2D laboratory” explains Prof. 
Luc Zimmer, Director of CERMEP and the BIORAN team at the Lyon Neuroscience Research Center. 
 
“We are very happy to be given the opportunity to create this joint laboratory with the research teams at the cutting 
edge of innovation in neuroimaging from BIORAN and CERMEP and we would like to thank ANR for its funding. This 
laboratory will be dedicated to improving understanding of the neuronal and glial cell mechanisms of Theranexus 
drug candidates” concludes Franck Mouthon, Chairman, CEO and co-founder of Theranexus. 
 
This project is supported by funding of €350,000 from the French National Research Agency, which comes in 
addition to the €200,000 already obtained from the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes Region1. The two partners are actively 
contributing through the provision of staff and equipment. 
 
 
 
 
About Lyon Neuroscience Research Center (CRNL; supervisory authorities: Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University, 
INSERM, CNRS) 
CRNL combines the expertise of 18 teams whose common aim is to develop multidisciplinary research in a bid to 
understand the complexity of brain function as well as certain dysfunctions in relation to neurologic or psychiatric 
conditions. 
Within CRNL, the BIORAN team (Radiopharmaceutical and neurochemical biomarkers) brings together expertise in 
neurochemistry, neuropharmacology and neuroimaging with the aim of inventing novel probes and imaging 
protocols for investigating the biochemistry of the brain in diagnostic and therapeutic settings. 
 
 

 
1 https://www.theranexus.com/images/pdf/Theranexus_CP_Point_Actualite_Scientifique_VDEF.pdf  



 

 

Á PROPOS DE THERANEXUS 
 

 

Fondée en 2013, THERANEXUS est une société biopharmaceutique au stade clinique, issue du CEA qui développe des 
candidats-médicaments pour le traitement des maladies du système nerveux. THERANEXUS a identifié le rôle majeur 
des cellules non neuronales (autrement appelées « cellules gliales ») dans la réponse aux médicaments psychotropes 
(ciblant les neurones). La société est pionnière dans la conception et le développement de candidats médicaments 
agissant sur l’interaction entre neurones et cellules gliales. La technologie unique et brevetée exploitée par 
THERANEXUS vise à accroître l’efficacité de médicaments psychotropes déjà approuvés et commercialisés en les 
combinant avec un modulateur de cellules gliales. Cette stratégie de combinaison de médicaments repositionnés lui 
permet de réduire significativement le temps et les coûts de développement et d’augmenter considérablement les 
chances d’accès au marché pour ses médicaments.  
Propriétaire et déclinable, la plateforme de THERANEXUS permet de générer différents candidats médicaments 
propriétaires à forte valeur ajoutée dans plusieurs indications.  
 
THERANEXUS est cotée sur le marché Euronext Growth à Paris (FR0013286259- ALTHX).  

Plus d’informations sur : www.theranexus.com   

ABOUT THERANEXUS 
 

 

Theranexus is a clinical-stage biopharmaceutical company that emerged from the French Alternative Energies and 
Atomic Energy Commission (CEA) in 2013. It develops drug candidates for the treatment of nervous system diseases. 
Theranexus identified the key role played by non-neuronal cells (also known as “glial cells”) in the body’s response to 
psychotropic drugs (which target the neurons). The company is a pioneer in the design and development of drug 
candidates affecting the interaction between neurons and glial cells. The unique, patented technology used by 
Theranexus is designed to improve the efficacy of psychotropic drugs already approved and on the market, by 
combining them with a glial cell modulator. This strategy of combining its innovations with registered drugs means 
Theranexus can significantly reduce development time and costs and considerably increase the chance of its drugs 
reaching the market. 
The proprietary, adaptable Theranexus platform can generate different proprietary drug candidates offering high 
added-value for multiple indications.  
Theranexus is listed on the Euronext Growth market in Paris (FR0013286259- ALTHX).  

More information at: www.theranexus.com   
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More information on http://www.theranexus.com 
Follow us on Twitter et Linkedln  
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THERANEXUS 
Thierry LAMBERT 
Financial and Administrative Director 
investisseurs@theranexus.fr  
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Investors relations 
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